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this section are three-quarters of an inch in diameter.
Fig. 8 shows a block of untreated poplar wood which has
been exposed in teredo water for about one year. The
teredo usually, but not invariably, bores in the direction
of the grain of the wood.

DESTRUCTION OF WOOD BY ANTS.
Three species of that order of ant known as hymenop-
tera are said to destroy wood, viz., the formica fuliginosa,
the formica fusca, and the formica flava. The first
of these, commonly called the black carpenter ant, prefer-
ably attacks hard and tough woods. The second and
third, known respectively as the dusky ant and the
yellow ant, usually select soft woods.
The termite or white ant, a family of insects belonging
to the order Neuroptem (Scorpion flies, etc.), comprises
numerous species all of which are intensely destructive
to wood in most countries within the tropics. The
termite will bore into a piece of wood and destroy
everything except a shell not thicker than a sheet of
brown paper, whilst externally the wood appears to be
in perfect condition. This operation they will perform
on the roof timbers and other woodwork in houses, furni-
ture, etc. The popular name of white ant is derived from
the fact that the insects live together in vast colonies, and
in a number of their habits greatly resemble true ants.
Two species of white ants only are known to exist
in Europe, the termes lucifugus, and the formes rucifolUs.
These axe quite as destructive, however, as their tropical
brethren, the first having a preference for oak and fir,
whilst the second prefers olive and similar woods.
The termite or white ant is an insect which reproduces
Vi$* extraordinary rapidity, 3414 wM<?h grows exceedingly